Drug-induced gingival enlargements.
There are many types of gingival enlargements which vary according to the etiologic factors and pathologic processes that produce them. The most common drug-induced gingival enlargement is associated with Dilantin (phenytoin). Cyclosporin and calcium channel blockers, which are increasingly used for some cardiac diseases, immunosuppression and autoimmune disorders, also cause gingival enlargement. The term "gingival hyperplasia" is an inappropriate term because enlargement is not the result of an increase in the number of cells, but rather an increase in extracellular tissue volume. This paper presents a detailed description of various drug-induced gingival enlargements, including the clinical appearance, microscopic presentation, pathogenic mechanisms and treatment options.